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Jos Xl. 7. 


 Canſt thou by ſearching find out God © Canſt 
thou find out the Almighty unto Per fettion ? 


"0B. in the foregoing Chapter, carried the Juſti- 
| fication of his Integrity ſo far, that he ſeem'd 
co entrench raſan, 26 rudely on the Juſtice of 
Providence ; Zophar therefore to repreſs this 
Inſolence, and vindicate the Divine Honor, lays be- 
fore him the Incomprehenſibleneſs and Majeſty of God. 
That this is a proper Topick to awe the Raſhnefs, 
and to chaſtiſe the Pride of Man, is evident from 
hence, that God himſelf makes uſe of it to this 
End, Chap. 38. Then God anſwered Job out of the 
whirlwind, and ſaid, who tis this that darkeneth Counſel by 
words without knowledge ? where waſt thou when, I laid the 
foundations of the earth 2 &c. 
And if ever it were neceſſary to poſlels our Minds 
.with a due Senſe of the Meaneſs of Man, and the 
WI. Majeſty 


aAtto Re 


Go ma aprebenſiblene]. S of God. 


Majeſty of God, "tis now ; now, when Luxury and 
Hypocriſie, Looſneſs and Corruption do not more 
openly inſult and affront the Morals, than Atheiſm 
and Infidelicy the Faith of Chriſtianity ; now, when 
Scepticiſm, Herefie and Impiety aſſault our Religion 
with all the Artillery of Judiſm, Arrianiſm, Phan- 
aniſm, Turciſm : now, when bold Men trample under 
foot all Myſteries, and under colour of advancing 
free and impartial Reaſon, do in effect caſhier Revela- 
tim, Never therefore was it more neceſlary than 
now to put the Queſtion in my Text, and to invite 
the World to conſider the Conſequences naturally 
flowing from it. *Tis a Qzeftion which implies its 
own Anſwer , Canſt thou by ſearching find out God? 
Canft thou find out the Almighty unto perfe&ion? i, e. "Tis 
paſt all Controverfte thou canſt nor, The Senſe then 
of the Words is eaſily reſolved into this Propbfition : 
That God is incomprehenſible. I will thercfore, 

1. Aﬀert and illuſtrate this Doctrine in my Text, 
and then | | 

'2. Maketwo or three Inferences from it. 

1. That God is incomprehenſible. This-is an Article 
of the Athanaſian Creed; and if univerſal Tradition may 
be allowed to weigh any thing, there is no Do- 
Etrine in our Religion can lay a fairer Claim to ir ; 
but it needs derive no Strength from Fuman Authority, 
being aflerted in almoſt ſo many Words in my Text, 

| and 


The Incomprehenſubleneſsof*Go 

and either in expreſs Terms, or immediate, neceſſary, 
and obvious Conſequence, in innumerable others ; 
and I think all Men who have not abandon'd their 
Modeſty, with their Faith, muſt confeſs, that with 
reſpect to human Capacity, infinite and incomprehenſible 
are Terms almoſt equivalent, and conſequently who- 
ever attributes the one to God mult be obliged not to 
deny the other. All this being clear, I ſhall nor fo 
much” labour to prove, as to illuſtrate, and unfold 
this Doctrine. 

The Heathens painted their Demiurgus, to whom 
they afſign'd Ecernity, for a Companion in pitchy 
Darkneſs, retired within a Cave, which their Poets 
thus deſcribe : 


Eſt ignota procul mentique impervia noſtr# 
x adeunda” Diis —— 


Not intimating by this, that they had no know- 
ledge atall of God amongſt *em, but that the Per- 
fettions of the Divine Nature, were too vaſt, too 
high, too deep, - what ſhall I ſay, too myſterious for 
human Minds, nay for Angels to ſearch out. *T'was 
this Notion made the Philoſopher exact ſo much Meo- 
defty and Reverence in all Diſcourſes on Divine Things, 
which Seneca commends as. a wiſe and great 
Thought. 
| B 2 Now 
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Now all this was probably borrowed from Moſes 
and the Prophets, how near {oever God was to 1ſrael, 
yet would not he endure that they ſhould approach 
roo near to Mount Sinai to gaze, Exodus xix. 21. 
And how familiarly ſoever God would be conſulred 
by Moſes, yet when he deſired to ſee his Glory, Chap. 
33. God ſaid unto him, Verſe 20. thou canſt not ſee my 
face. And Verſe 23. Thou ſhalt ſee my back-parts, 
but my face ſhall not be ſeen. To the ſame purpoſe 
is that of the Prophet, PYerily thou art a God that hideſt 
thy ſelf, O God of Iſrael our Saviour, Ifai. xlv. 15. 
and that of Solomon, the Lord ſaid that he would dwell 
in the thick darkneſs, 1 Kings viii. 12. Under the 
Goſpel indeed the Son of God is ſaid to have revealed 


Y God to us, John 1.18. bur yet even this Revelation 
bl mult not be _— to have exhauſted all the Depths 
i and Myſteries of the God-head; for notwithſtanding this 
K; Revelation, we as yet ſee but as thorough a Glaſs darkly, 


FH ' we know but in part, and propheſie in part, 1 Cor. xiii, 9. 
[ He is reveal'd to us, as he was in the Pillar of Cloud 
- and Fire to 1/rael, to guide our feet into Canaan, not 
u to entertain our Curioſity ; that is, he is ſufficiently re- 
[41 vealed in order to Holineſs and Worſhip, but no fur- 
ther; for in all other Reſpects, if under the Old Te- 
ſtament, he made Darkneſs his Payilion, under the | 
New, he dwells in Light inacceſſible, | 


To 
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To advance to Particulars ; It in the God-head we 
2axe and pry too boldly into eternal Generation and 
Proceſſion, and the meffable Unity of Father, Som, and 
Holy Ghoſt.,, it will but dazle and confound our 
weak Faculties; as far as the Scripture is plain, we 
may, and muſt advance, namely, that the Father 
God, the Son is God, and the Holy Ghoſt is God, and yet 
there are not three Gods, but one God; if we content 
not our ſelves here, without a Philoſophical Account 
of the myſterious and inexplicable Unity and Diſtin&tion 
of Father, Son and Holy Ghoſt, we ſhall be more 
like to lofe our ſelves than find out. an incomprehenſible 
Truth, All human Explications, as far as ever I 
could obſerve yet, do but breed new Doubts and 
Scruples, not diſſipate the old. 
it we enquire after the Subſtance or Eſſence of 
God, we are told indeed, John iv. 24. That be is a 
Spirit, and ſo are Angels and Souls : but what vaſt 
Diſtance there is between that Self-Exiſtent, and 
thele created Spirits ; alas, what human ge jou | 
can comprehend > When we ſpeak bit of created 
Spirits, how lictle is.it that we Roa of them > We 
leatn indeed from the Operations of our own Minds, . 


that Thinking and Liberty belong to Spirits, butall our - 
Attempts beyond this, look little better than inge- 


nious. Gueſſes, and fancyful Amuſements. The 
moſt ſubtil Diſcourſes on this Subject, ſeeming to 
"me 


wprebenſibleneſs of God. 


rae to amount to but this at moſt, that we rather 
-underſtand what Spirits are not, than what they are. A 
Spirit, "tis true, Reaſon and Revelation tell us, 
has not Fleſh and Bones, is not made of the ſame 
Stuff with our mortal Bodtes, Luke xxiv. 39. But 
if we demand what the Subſtance of it is , alas, 
we can form no Jdea of this; our Fancy gro- 
vels, and cannot - raiſe it felf above this viſ1ble 
World, above Matter , above Body, above ſome 
pure Ethereal Subſtance, or ſomething of that Na- 
ture, I know not what, which is but a little better 
Account of this Matter, for ought I know , than 
Homer's and Fpicurus his Ge! azpg, and was ajug, as 
ic were Fleſh, and as it were Blood. 

Letus now come to the Attributes of God. Here 
not to mention, that the very Diſtin&ion between 
Eſſence and Attributes, is meer Condeſcenſion to the 
Weakneſs of human Capacity; that it is as difficult 
to conceive both to be the very ſame ſample thing, as it 
is repugnent to Reaſon to divide and ſeparate them. 
Not 1 ſay to mention this, the Attributes of God, 
as they have their bright ſide, ſo have they their dark 
one too; as far as God has revealed, we ſtandupon . 
ſure and ſafe Ground, but beyond this we know not 
where we tread; forif we go about to frame our 
Notions of boundleſs PerfeFions, from ſome faint Re- 
{emblances of themin created Beings, and to judge of 

God 
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God by-the aftings and movings of our own Minds 
in theſe Bodies of Clay, we mult needs fall vaſtly 
beneath any juſt and commenſurate Zea of Divine 
Excellencies ; and yet this is the higheſt, this is the 
utmoſt Effort of Reaſon, 
_ All the Attributes of God are infinite in their Per- 
feftion, and whoſgever goes about ro fathom what 
is infinite, is guilry of the Folly of that Country-man 
in the Poet, who (itting on the Bank-fide, expects to 
ſee the Stream run quite away, and leave its Chan- 
nel dry ;. but that runs on and will doo to all Apes. 
Thus he thar goes abour to frame to himſelf an 
adequate Notion of Omnipotence, and Omnipre- 
ſence, cannot but' attempe the Contradiction 
o# limiting the one, and manacling the other. The 
Mind which travels in the Contemplation of Eter- 
nity , loſeth its {elf in the Journey, like an Eye, 
which: if it meet with nothing to intercept-its Pro- 
ſpect, irs Quickneſs doth not find an End, but its 
Weakneſs makes one. | 
If we proceed to God's Moral Attributes, *tis cer- 
tain, that as much as is revealed of them, we do, 
or may underſtand arighe ; bur if we fancy we can. 
comprehend the whole Extent of them, we do bur 
deceive our ſelves ; for Wiſdom and Goodneſs, as well as 
Power and Duration are infinite when aſcribed ro God 
and therefore tho our Moral Habits have ſo much; 
EEE: Reſemblance- 


8 The Incomprehenfibleneſs of God. 
Reſemblance of theſe Divine Attributes, that the 
Spirit Riles them the Image of God, Col. iii. 10, and 
a Participation of the Divine Nature. 2 Pet. 1. 4. Yet. 
does the ſame Spirit, with reſpe& to the Infmiteneſs 
of God's Moral Perfeftions, aflert that there are none 
good, Luke xviii.19. None wiſe but God, 1 Tim. 1.17. 
In a word, all Men that think. ſoberly, however 
taught that the beſt way of defining or deſcribing 
the Perfeftions of God, is by excluding and remo- 
ving from him all the Defe&ts and ImperfeQions 
of his Creatures; which is the ſame thing as if 
we ſhould fay of every Divine Attribute, that it has 
in it all the Perfeion we can poſlibly conceive, and 
infinitely more. 

The Sum of all is this, Tho God were fo fir 
diſcoverable by the Light of Reaſon, as ſerved to ren- 
der the Idolatry and Wickednelſs of the Pagan World 
unexcuſable, Rom. 1. tho he were revealed to the 
Jew, and more fully to us under the Goſpel, to in- 
ſtruct us in the Nature of Religious Worſhip, and 
our Obligations to ir, yet {till God being infinite, and 
his Perfeftions a vaſt Abyls, there are therefore M- 


fteries mm : the God-head, which human Reaſon cannot 


penetrate, Heights which we cannot ſoar, and 
Reaſon it ſelf, it it be not drunk with Pride and Ar- 
rogance, Will not only acknowledge that it is thus, 
but alſo that it is fit it ſhould be thus ; for, if Man 

could 
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could fully comprehend God, how Great muſt we be, 
how little He, we more than Men, He leſs than 
God. When the Prophet tells us, that all the Nations 
upon Earth, in Compariſon of him, are but as the dro 
of the Bucket, or the Grain of the Ballance, Iſai, x). 
and by a clear Conſequence all the Knowledge and 
Underſtanding upon Earth, if united in one Man, can 
be bur as a little Particle of Light to that eternal Sun, 
a Drop to that eternal, boundleſs, and inexhauſtible 
Fountain,” how 1s it. poſſible, that Man ſhould com- 
prehend God! 

I will conclude my Reflections upon this Propo- 
ſition in the Words of Zophar, cloſe after my Text, 
Yerſ. 8.9. It is as bigh as Heaven, what can$t thou do ? 
deeper than Hell, what canſt thou know 2 The Meaſure 
thereof is longer than the Earth, -and broader than the 
Sea. Having thus open'd and eſtabliſh'd the Do- 
Etrine in my Text, That God is incomprehenſible ; 1 
will now proceed to make Tio or three Inferences 
from it. 

1. Tolet out the Tumor of Self- conceit. 

2. To juſtifie our Belief of Myſteries. 

3. To vindicate the Doftrine of Providence. 

1. The Conſideration of God's Incomprebenſible- 
neſs, ſhould methinks humble Man , prevail with 
him to think ſoberly of h1mſelf, and to contain his En- 
quiries after God, within ſober and modeſt —_— 
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This is that*Zophar ſeems to aim ar, witnels that 


ſharp RefleRion, Yerſe 12. Vain Man would be wiſe, 
tho Man be born like a wild Aſſes Colt. *Tis obvious to 
us all, what Man is born, and 'tis as obvious, that 
he grows up into a rational Creature, by {low ſteps, 
repeated Inſtructions, and tedious Experience ; and 
"ris as evident, that in the height and maturity of his 
rational Attainments, the Soul how great ſoever it 
be in its ſelf, is clogg'd by a lumpiſh Body, 
ſtreighten'd by ſcanty Organs, clouded by Paſſions, 
and perverted by Prejudices, which always limit, 
and too too frequently miſguide it, in its Enquiry af- 
ter Truth. This being ſo, there cannot be a clearer 
Proof of Man's Folly, than his aptneſs to be puffed 
up with an Opinion of his Wiſdom, nor can any 
thing more notoriouſly expoſe his Ignorance, than 
his extravagant Pretenſtons, to an unlimited and an 
univerſal Knowledge. What, nothing ſarisfie this 

oor Creature, but the comprehending or diſcarding 
Myfteries | What, can this Underſtanding, ſuch as [I 
; have deſcribed it, be the Teſt and Standard of univer- 

ſal Truth ! Can this ſhallow Capacity meaſure the ut- 
_ Extent of Nature, and the God of it too! Alas, 
We may with as much Reaſon pretend to contain the 
Waters inthe Hollow of our Hand, to mete out Fleaven 
with a Span, and weigh the Mountains of the Earth in a 
pair of Scales ! "Tis true, we have Revelation, but 
we 


we ought never to forget that of S. Pant, When 1 was 


The Incomprehenſibleneſs of G [1 
'@ Child, T- thought as a Child , T ſpake as a Child; 
for. in the brighteſt Revelations God talks with us in 
ſuch Language, inftrufts and governs us by ſuch 
Notions, as we in this our Childhood are capable of ; 
our Language is that of Men, not Angels, and our 
Notions Tack as fir this State of Mortality, not one of 
Glory or Perfeftion. When ever therefore we go a- 
bout proudly to explicate a Myſtery, as if it were 
indeed but an 1do!, the Figment of Man's Brain, we 
ſerve it as the 4k of God did Dagon, caſt it down 
from the height where it ſtood to the Earth, and 
leave ita maim'd and ſhapeleſs Trunk. 

But . what talk I of our Comprehenſion of Divine 
Myſteries, when there is ſcarcely the moſt trifling 
Product of Nature, an Ant, a Fly, a Spire of Graſs, 
that has not ſomething or other in it that fools our 
Enquiry, and baffles our Confidence ; how much 
more then the God of Nature who is concealed from 
us by the infinite Splendour: of his inconceivable 
Glories, and retired within the Veil of his incom- 
prehenſible Excellencies and Perfeftions. Ah! let 
| us then content our ſelves wich admiring and loving 
that God, which we cannot yer at lealt comprebend. 
Let us imitate Elijah, who when God paſled by, 
wrapt his Face in a Mantle, and ſtood at the Mouth 


of the Cave, to adore and worſhip, not gaze upon 
C2: his 
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12 The ic 
his Majeſty. Tet us content our ſelves with ſuch 2 
Search after the Knowledge of God, as may ſanCti- 
fie and exalt our Minds, as may ftrengthen and e- 
ftabliſh our Obedience, aid enkindle in us ardent 
Deſires after that Heaven, wherein we ſhall no 
longer know in part, and ſee as thorough a Glaſs 
darkly, but we ſhall know as we are known, and ſee 
Face to Face, In the mean time, | 


II. The Trcomprebenſibleneſs of God does abundantly 
7#ſtifie our Belief of Goſpel-Myſteries. 

A Myſery in the Notion of ſome at this Day, is 
indeed a very odd thing, that is, ſomething of which 
we underſtand nothing art all, and from hence 
they faſten upon us thoſe inſulting Conſequences, 
that we believe we know not what, and thar 
we make Chriſt in revealing a Myſtery to have 
revealed jult nothing at all. Truly, whatever 
theſe Men pretend to, there 15 Iittle Acuteneſs in 
this, What, is there no Difference between know- 
ing all things, and knowing nothing, between 
a. full and comprebenſive Knowledge and utter Ignorance ? 
Bleſſed be God, the meaneſt of our People have a 
better Notion of a Myſtery, and *tis this, That it is 4 
Dottrine or Article, wherein much is revealed, and yet 
much hidden and abſtruſe ; wherein there is ſomething 
plain and intelligible, ſomething deep and inſcrutable, 
ſomething 


LY 4 ES FLOPS Went % - tet chic 4 
p x 5 - 
I 


be Incomprehanfibleneh 12 


1 Bmething that we do or may know lMeching that 


we cannot. # That there,are ſuch Mhſteries in the 
Goſpel, no Man ought to doubt, when S. Paul al- 
ſerts, that we know but in part. Such a Myſtery is 
God, as I have ſhew'd already, and ſuch a Myſtery 
is the Incarnation of our Lord. That the Word was 
made Man is reveal'd, and there is no Term in this 
Propoſition but what is intelligible enough; but it 
we enquire into the Nature and Manner of that H- 
nion, wherein this Incarnation conſiſts, this is to all of 
us: a Myſtery; and I wonder not if it ſeem a very 
contradictious one to 2 Socinian, whoſe Divinity and 
Philoſophy, if we may take his Word, are not able 
to furniſh him with any higher Notion of Union than. 
what reſults from Coextention of parts. 

This being the Notion of a Miſtery, to aſſert the 
Reaſonableneſs of believing one, when revealed by 
God, is no more than to aſlert, that the Incompre- 
benſibleneſs of ſomething involved and wrapt up in a 
Divine Revelation, ought not to ſupplant our Belicf 
of that which is plain and intelligible. That ſecret 
things belong to God, but thoſe that are revealed to us 
and our Children , That. the Shallowneſs of human 
Capacity is no Objection againſt the Peracity of God, 
nor ought our Dimneſs or Dullneſs to. invalidate or 
diſparage Divine Authority; All this is plain of its 
ſelt, and if it were not, may be made out by an. 
_____ anſiwerable 
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anſwerable Arguments. To 
and bow down to our Capacities, and If they will 
not, to reje& them, is in effect to deveſt them of 
their Nature, and to make them none. Beſides, 
what Grounds ſhall we proceed upon in ſuch an 
Enquiry as this? Shall we judge of Divine 
Things by Maxims of Corpuſcular Philoſophy? How 
ridiculous and abſurd were this? eſpecially when the 
Philoſophy of one Age overthrows that of another, 
and Time again rather confounds the 01d, than efta- 
bliſhes the New. Indeed, in almoſt every days Ex- 
perience, ſomething or other occurs to every modeſt 
Enquirer into Nature, too wonderful, and too big 
for our Capacities, ſo that we are forc'd, either to 
diſbelieve the Evidence of our Senſe, or to confeſs 
the Weakneſs of our Reaſon. Is it reaſonable then 
to expect that the Mhſteries of our Faith ſhould be 
more caſte and demonſtrable than the Objefs of our 
Senſe? Or if not, yet, that that Reaſon which is ſo 
urblind, in the ſearch of Natural, ſhould be a com- 
petent Judge of Divine Things? Ir 1s true, to be- 
lieve without a Reaſon for it, is Credulity, not Faith : 
But it is as true, that as the Soveraignty and Goodneſs 
of God, * is the Supreme Reaſon of our Obedience, fo 
is his Yeracity of our Faith. So that all that Reaſon 
can have to do here, is not to reject the Articles. re- 
vealed, becauſe we cannot fathom all the Depths 
and 


- 


make Myſteries ſtoop® 
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rigs contally'd in them, bite 


and My 4 Due*& Examine the 

Authority ad ſenſe of the Revelation, and theſe 
being once cleared, to Sacrifice all our doubts and 
Scruples to our Faith. | 

And as this is moſt reaſonable, ſo is it moſt ſafe 
too, and that upon two plain Grounds ; 

1. Becauſe thus we worſhip God witch our Hn- 
derſtandings as wellas Wills, and captivate our Rea- 
ſons -as well as our Afﬀeions to the Obedience of Faith. 

2. This will ſecure our Faith, and keep us from 
Apoſtatiſing thorough Pride or Confidence; whereas 
ſuch as ſtumble ar every ching in Scripture, which 
includes in it any thing deep and inſcrutable , ſuch 
who indulge to themſelves ſuch a liberty of Propheſy- 
ing, as to Scloke the received and obvious ſence of 
Scripture, if ir do not ſquare with their Axioms or 
Rules of proud Reaſon. Such as thele, have in all 
Ages miſerably tortured and perverted the Scripture, 
and adulterated our holy Religion by ſophiſtical Sub- 
tilties and bold Fancies, develted it of every thing 
that is auguſt and myſterious in it, debaſed our 
Faith into vain Philoſophy , our Chriianity into mere 
Paganiſm , divided the Church of Chriſt by innume- 
rable Schiſms, and mulriplied bold and blaſphemons 
Hereſies from time to time. In a- word if we will 
be Chriſtians, the Reaſon of our faith muſt be reſolved 
into the Yeracity of God, not the Philsſopby of Man; and 

we 
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Bereans, to (ee whether theſe has be tg or no; but 
muſt not ſtupidly or arrogantly put the Queſtion 
of Nicodemus, how can theſe things be ? 

But does-not this make way for Superſtition and 
Error under pretence of Myſtery ? on the quite coritra- 
ry; Whoever forſakes the received, natural and obvi- 
ous ſenſe of Scripture, as he has no warrant to expect 
the conduft and gridance of the Spirit, lo has he rea- 
ſon to fear that fancy may lead him to fatal Preci- 
pices. Beſides that ſuch a one ought ro Remem. 
ber that wreſting the words of Scripture by Criti- 
iſm, or its ſence by ſubtility or Sophiſtry is" the next 
ſtep to a down right rejeding its Authority. Bur 
mult we then admit of a fence loaded with Con- 
traditions? by no means; But we muſt take 
Care, leaſt while we Combat the Fancies and Notions 
of Men, we carry on the War too far, and oppoſe 


-and fight againſt the expreſs ſenſe and Mind of God. 


We muſt take Care too, in the next place, thar 
we be not too forward to charge what is above 
our Reaſon with Contradiftions, for this, if it be 


-not it ſelf a ContradiQtion to right Reaſon, is to 


Modeſty and Ingenuity, for 'tis to pronounce of 
and cenſure what we do not underſtand, 


Lafth, 
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The Difrcultie: Providence. 
Theſe muſtYhe ackWwledg'd to be many. To 
make the aFual Concourſe or Superintendence of God, 
in every Folly or ſinful Aion, 1n every trifling Pro- 
duftion, or Blunder of Nature, to conliſt with his 
Dignity and Majeſty; To reconcile Confuſion and 
Diſorder with unerring Wiſdon , a thouſand for- 
tuicous and blind Events with eternal and uncontrolable 
Counſel and Contrivance, Infallibility in Foreknowledge 
with Uncertainty in Events, Fate and Neceſſity in the 
End, with Freedom and Contingency in the Means, this 
ſeems a very puzzling Undertaking, as to the pro- 
miſcaous Diſpenſation of Good and Evil, the wiſeſt 
and beſt Men were ſometimes at a Loſs to reconcile 
this with the Wiſdom and Juſtice of God. *Tis true, 
a Judgment to come, ſolves this Difficulty, and it 
may be, Humility might have done ſo without it, 
ſince the beft Men, what Evil ſoever they mer with, 
have receiv'd more, and ſuffered leſs, than they de- 
ſerved. Butir may be, it is more difficult to make 
this kind of Adminiftration conſiſt with God's Love 
and Zeal for Virtue, than with his Juſtice. Again, 
In our Notion of Perfeftion to do leſs good than one 
can, is a Defe& ar leaſt, and yer if God had made 
all chings at firſt, as perfeF, or govern'd *em ſince as 

D well 


Bur, if in temporal 3&þ1 
blind and arhitrary Chance did ſeem tO govern, ano- 
ther Life might re&ifie this, but what ſhall recti- 
fie it in ſpiritual Things? That Grace ſhould be di- 
ſperſed as unaccountably as temporal Favours, that 
the Manifeſtation of Jeſus in the fleſh, ſhould be the 
only effectual Means to reclaim the World, and yer 
that He ſhould make his Entrance into it ſo late, 
that untimely Death ſhould ſurprize well inclined 
Perſons in their firſt Debauches, and pious ones in 
their firſt Revolts and Relapſes, when others deſpe- 
rately and irrecoverably wicked, fin out Life to the 
laſt, fulleſt and ripeſt Period ; For ſo much Sin to 
enter into a World of God's own Creation, and 
grow to ſuch an Exceſs, if God had done all he 
could, to prevent or extirpate it, ſeems hardly con- 
ſiſtent with his infinite Power and Wiſdom, and yet for 
God to negle&t any Means neceſſary to the Preven- 
tion or Suppreſſion of ir, ſcems no leſs inconſiſtent 
with his Holmeſs ; That the Almighty ſhould fore- 
ſee from all Erernity how ſmall the Flock would be 
- which ſhould inherit Heaven, and how his wretched 
Creatures would throng in Crowds the broad way to 
deſtrufion, and yet delight to Create a World, which 

was to be fill'd with ſo much Sin, and end in ſo 
| nauch 


with his Gooaneſs, "ang-yet that he ſhould not fore- 
ſee all this is"itterly inconſiſtent with his Perfeion, 
and particularly his Foreknowledge. Theſe and ſuch 
like Difficulties, the Manichees endeavoured to ſolve 
by aſlerting two firſt Principles, an evil, and a good 
one, but with what ſuccels every Body knows ; as 
to the *ſucceſs of others" from time to time in the 
ſame Attempt, I'll pronounce nothing : This only 
I may afhrm, that the Incomprehenſibleneſs of God, is 
both a pious and a fatisfattory Anſwer to theſe and 
all other Doubts of this Nature; Ic is enough to ſay 
with the Apoſtle, Rom. xi. 33.. O the depth of the © 
riches both 0 F the wiſdom and knowledge of God, bow 
unſearchable are his Fudgments, and bis ways paſt finding 
out ! It is but Juſtice, that we ſhould ſtifle our 
Doubts, and ſuſpend our Cenſure of the Divine Pro- 
ceedings, when we conſider how far both his Counſels 
and bis Afions are raiſedabove our Enquiries. How 
can we, withoutthe Guilt of Confidence and Raſh- 
neſs, preſcribe Rules to Power, Wiſdam, and Good- 
neſs in their own Nature infinite? We know not 
where God began, nor where he will make an end; 
his Wiſdom comprehends a thouſand things we can 
never think of, and his Omnipotence can accom- 
pliſh ten thouſand more, which we can never as 
D 2 much 
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much as raney: 218 PEEING, Ang £0'COME, 
form bur one entire proſpe&t rom; and tho 
chings appear confuſed, ſcattered, mangled, and 
diſmembered ro us, to him they appear uniform, «re- 
gular and Harmonious ;., we can therefore no more 
judge of the Wiſdom, Juſtice, or Goodneſs of God, 
by any particular Inſtances of Providence disjointed 
from the whole,- than we can of the Beauty and 
Spirit of a Poem by ſome ſhatter'd, confus'd and | 
incoherent Fragments. K : 

The World, in a Word; is often wont and pro- 
perly to be compared to a well laid Dramatick Plot, 
which tho to the Spectator who beholds ſome part 
only, it ſeems ravell'd and intangl'd, yet to the Au- 
thor, who walks within the Myſteries of his own 
Scenes, the whole appears ſmooth and natural, and 
if you will have the patience to ſet it out to the laſt 
AF, ic will appear ſo to us too. . The Day is juſt 
ready to open, that will decipher all the Riddles of 
Divme Providence, unravel all the Intricacies, and un- 
fold all the M/teries of its elaborate* Scenes, and we 
fhall then ſee Perfeftion riling out of Corruption, like 
Light out of Darkneſs, Sin ending in Holineſs, and 
the Miſeries of all who do nor willtully obſtruct ir in 
Happineſs. In the mean time,our buſineſs is not ta in- 
trude our {ctves into the. Counfels of God, to arraign the 
Conduct 
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to reject aFrovidenee, becauſe we cannot diſcover. 
the hidden Springs, trace the various Windings , and 
ken-the diſtant Ends of it ; . Bur to adore the 1/3/- 
dom whica we cannot fathom, and with an humble. 
. awe magnifie and revere thole Counſels which we 
cannot penetrate, Let us follow the Advice of. 
Zophar, Verl. 13, 14 let us prepare our hearts and 
ſtretch out our "hands towards God, if iniquity be in our 
hands let us put- it far -away, and let not Wickedneſs 
dwell im our Tabernacles. Then may we ſecurely 
confide in God, and follow whereſoever his Provi-. 
dence leads, and thoſe Paths which appear to us like. 
Labyrinths and Mazes, will yet prove. our. next way 
to our Canaan; for all things muſt and will work to+. 
gether for good to them that love and fear God. 

And now I have nothing more to do, but to 
convert my Exhortations into Prayers.” ' May the Con: 
templation of rhe Incomprehenſible Myſtery of _ God, 
increaſe our Venerdtion for our .Holy Religion, and 
ſecure the Peace of our Boſoms againſt. che Afſſaults 
. of Profaneſs and Trreligion on the one hand, and of, 
Pride and Freie on the-other; May God fill our 
Souls with Faith and Love; and may an awful Reve- 
rence and devout Humility guard and fortifie both : 
May the Spirit of Religion 1n all of us, never eva- 
Porace - 
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Laftly, May we all be inſpired with a zeal for 
God, a 'zeal that may make us the great Examples 
as well as 4ſſertors of our truly Catholick and Apoſto- 
lick Faith; a zeal that may effeRually contribute 
to give a ſtop to the ſpreading Laſh of Hereſie 
and Innovation, to root out Atheiſm and Wickedneſs, 
and to propagate Godlineſs in the power of it through- 
our theſe Realms. So ſhall chat God who hath 
promiſed to honour thoſe who honour him, be our ſtrength 
and Glory, our Confidence and Boaft all the = 
long ; and when we have happily finiſhed our 
Race, and bow down under no other weight than 
' that of Years and of mortal Bady, he ſhall tranſlate 
us into. the Preſence of his Glory, where we ſhall 
find the Seraphin themſelves praiſing that Humility 
and Zeal, which I invite you to here; for they are 
deſcribed in the Prophet to have two wings to cover 
their Eyes, two to cover their Feet, and two to fly. 
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Glory be to the Father and to the Son, exc. 
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